
RESEARCHERS MONITOR A 
NESTING LEATHERBACK 

COSTA  R I CA
In 2019, a total of 558 students and teachers participated 
in 38 immersive field science courses on the Caribbean 
and Pacific coasts of Costa Rica. EPI’s Costa Rica Sea Turtle 
Ecology, Osa Peninsula, and Felines & Primates programs 
are four to twelve day courses developed to engage 
young people in inquiry-based, field-science curricula 
and meaningful conservation service projects focused on 
endangered and threatened species.

2019 HIGHLIGHTS

“Thanks to EPI, now I have so much more knowledge about my environment. I also now have the challenge 
of sharing with my community the importance of taking care of our world.”         - Ashley, Guapiles, Limon

FIELD PARTICIPANTS AT-A-GLANCE

CONSERVATION RESEARCH
Sea Turtle and Nest Protection
EPI’s Pacuare Reserve is documented as having the 
highest density of nesting leatherback sea turtles 
in Costa Rica. Prior to protection, more than 90% 
of sea turtle eggs were lost to illegal harvest and 
other threats. With EPI, participants engage in nightly turtle 
censuses, help collect biometric data, and relocate nests if 
necessary. For the third consecutive year, illegal harvest of 
sea turtle eggs at Pacuare 
Reserve was kept to 
less than 2%, providing 
critical protection for this 
endangered species.

Osa In-Water 
Research
Participants contributed 
to in-water sea turtle and 
habitat monitoring to 
better understand threats 
to green and hawksbill 
sea turtles. Alongside 
researchers from Latin American Sea Turtles (LAST), 
EPI participants helped capture and tag turtles, collect 
biometric data, gather tissue, blood, and/or stomach 
content samples, and release turtles back into the ocean. 

Feline Camera Trapping
Felines are considered umbrella species in an 
ecosystem—their conservation represents the 
conservation of hundreds of other species. EPI’s Pacuare 
Reserve has one of the highest densities of jaguars in 
the region, and is considered a critical corridor for their 
movement. EPI students help monitor jaguar and other 
felines’ presence and movement, as well as their prey 
species, through setting up and checking camera traps 
with Pacuare staff and researchers.

252 COSTA RICAN 
PARTICIPANTS

306 U.S. PARTICIPANTS

5,423 FIELD DAYS

4,275 HATCHLINGS RELEASED

204 MANGROVE RESTORATION
HOURS

13% IMPROVEMENT IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
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Osa Mangrove Restoration
Mangroves help prevent beach erosion and provide protected 
habitat for many marine species, including sea turtles. With our 
partners from Latin American Sea Turtles (LAST), EPI students 
collected native mangrove seeds, planted mangroves, and 
monitored the health of local trees.



EPI Costa Rica provides unique opportunities for youth and 
other community members to actively participate in local 
conservation efforts and leadership. During 2019, activities 
included the sixth annual Maria Aguilar river basin clean-up, the 
annual Biociencia student science and art fair & community 
event, the BioXplora Camp for youth, as well as programming 
for the National Congress of Science, Technology, and Society 
(CIENTEC) conference of science teachers. This summer, EPI 
Costa Rica won the Public Award in the VIVA Schmidheiny 
Awards, which honor nonprofits and businesses for their 
environmental or social impacts in Latin America.

ACTIVITY
Community Events
For the sixth consecutive year, EPI Costa Rica hosted “Manos  
Unidas por el Maria Aguilar,” a river basin clean-up effort 
at one of the most heavily polluted rivers in San Jose. EPI 
Costa Rica partnered with other NGOs, businesses, and 
local government agencies to organize this open event for 
the community. One hundred and forty-eight community 
members lent a hand at four different locations along the 
river. More than 15 tons of garbage were collected!

EPI Costa Rica led their seventh end-of-season event, 
Biociencia, at Our Lady of Sion College in Moravia, 
San Jose. This year, EPI added a Green Fair and an eco 
rally, drawing more than 450 people. At the science & 
technology exhibition, students presented 34 projects. 
One hundred and thirty-eight students presented 84 
conservation and sustainable-
living themed art, video, music, 
and theater projects. Forty-six 
judges from the local community, 
from chemistry professors to 
renewable energy engineers, 
provided feedback for each 
group’s project and presentation. 
     

Mentorship Program
EPI Costa Rica provided a Mentorship Program to 37 students 
interested in presenting a project at Biociencia 2019, 
recruiting alumni and professional community members to 
advise.

IMPACTS AT-A-GLANCE

1,503 TOTAL ALUMNI AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPANTS

70 COSTA RICAN SCIENCE TEACHERS 
PARTICIPATED IN EPI’S WORKSHOPS

15 TONS OF GARBAGE REMOVED FROM THE MARIA 
AGUILAR RIVER BASIN

FUNDERS PARTNERS
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
CRUSA

Pacuare Reserve  
Veragua Rainforest
Tirimbina Rainforest

Coastal Jaguar Conservation
LAST (Latin American Sea Turtles) 
Estación Las Tortugas
Panthera Costa Rica

NOTABLE
Public Award, Viva Schmidheiny Latin America
EPI Costa Rica was the only Costa Rican organization 
among 12 finalists for the 2019 VIVA Schmidheiny Award 
from VIVA Idea, recognizing the best initiatives with social 
and environmental impacts in 
Latin America. EPI placed third 
overall in the awards for nonprofit 
organizations, for contributing to 
the ecological literacy of students 
and direct conservation efforts with 
leatherback sea turtles at Pacuare 
Reserve. By rallying the support of 
their community, as well as numerous local & global alumni, 
EPI Costa Rica also won first place in the Public Vote.

EPI Costa Rica once again led teacher workshops 
at the National Congress of Science, Technology, 
and Society (CIENTEC 2019). The goal of these 
hands-on activities were to share EPI’s Educational 
Framework toolbox with teachers to inspire and equip them 
to lead outdoor, inquiry-based lessons with their students. 
Seventy Costa Rican science teachers participated in one 
of four workshops: Ecological Literacy, Pacuare Reserve 
Research & Biodiversity, Climate Change Lab & Workshop, 
and Inquiry & BioXploration. 

EPI STAFF, ALUMNI, AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS REMOVE TRASH 
FROM THE MARIA AGUILAR RIVER BASIN NEAR SAN JOSÉ 

IMPACTS & AWARDS

“We have to educate people; we have to show them 
how climate change and pollution affect them and 
explain to them how they can change to help recover 
and preserve resources”.   -Natalia, San Marcos de Tarrazu


