
M E X I C O
Youth from Mexico and the U.S engaged in hands-on field 
science and conservation service projects through EPI’s 
immersive field courses in southern Baja, Mexico, and the 
Gulf of California. A total of 255 students and teachers 
participated in 21 Coastal Ecology courses in the reefs 
surrounding Espiritu Santo Island and Desert Ecology courses 
in the mountains of the Sierra Cacachilas. Participants joined 
research partners to learn about and help contribute to 
research on marine invertebrates, eDNA, and desert reptiles.

2019 HIGHLIGHTS

“I have learned that I have the ability to change people’s point of view, to help them to be better people. 
And everyone can do it, but a course like EPI can open the doors.”                  -José Eduardo, La Paz

FIELD PARTICIPANTS AT-A-GLANCE

CONSERVATION RESEARCH
Coastal Marine Ecosystem Ecology
Local and visiting EPI students worked on a study 
of benthic marine invertebrates in the Gulf of California with 
Dr. Adrián Munguía. 
The Gulf has over 
5,000 species of 
invertebrates, and Dr. 
Munguía is working on 
developing an eDNA 
technique that would 
allow a quick water 
sample to reveal which 
species are present. EPI 
students are verifying 
the accuracy of the 
eDNA technique by snorkeling to visually identify the marine 
invertebrates in an area, to be compared to eDNA results of a 
water sample from the same area. eDNA promises an incredibly 
efficient environmental monitoring technique, and EPI students 
are playing a key role in its development.

Desert Ecology
At two sites in the 
Sierra Cacachilas, 
students partnered with 
researchers from the San 
Diego Natural History 
Museum to conduct 
reptile and amphibian 
species diversity studies, 
addressing questions 
regarding behavior   
and ecology. 

189 MEXICAN PARTICIPANTS

66 U.S. PARTICIPANTS

761 FIELD DAYS

84 NUMBER OF BENTHIC MARINE SPECIES REGISTERED

57 FIELD DAYS SPENT CENSUSING INVERTEBRATES

10.6% IMPROVEMENT IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
LITERACY SCORES

PROGRAM OUTCOMES

LOCAL STUDENTS IDENTIFY MARINE 
INVERTEBRATES IN THE GULF OF CALIFORNIA

F I E L D  P R O G R AM

EPI MEXICO STUDENTS CENSUS REPTILES 
IN THE SIERRA CACACHILAS MOUNTAINS



Mexico program alumni develop as conservation leaders 
through EPI’s Californios Verdes Eco Club. Last year, club 
members provided leadership for regional governmental 
events, as well as designing field trips, rallies, workshops, and 
awareness festivals in collaboration with local non-govermental 
organizations aiming to welcome, educate, and inspire 
community-wide involvement in local conservation initiatives. 

ACTIVITIES
Workshops and Field Trips
EPI facilitated ten capacity-building workshops and 
trainings with local scientists and educators for members 
of the Californios Verdes. Topics covered marine turtles, 
whale sharks, dunes, watersheds, mangroves, and group 
management. Alumni took special interest in receiving 
training to conduct surveys—to better understand the 
public’s use and perception of plastics. EPI alumni used 
their training to conduct 472 surveys, while also educating 
the public on the new laws prohibiting the use of plastic 
bags, straws, and polystyrene containers.

The Californios Verdes spent more than 4,000 hours 
last year leading environmental education and service 
activities. Some highlights included: organizing and 
facilitating four sea turtle monitoring sessions with a local 
fishermen’s group, Grupo Totuguero de las Californias 
A.C. Twelve Californios Verdes leaders also conducted 
six whale shark monitoring trips, in collaboration with 
Tiburón Ballena México (Whale Shark Mexico). During 
the school year, EPI facilitated Water Workshops in local 
schools, engaging more than 2,000 students and teachers.

Awareness Events & Community Activities
EPI alumni collaborated with 25 scientists, social 
entrepreneurs, and staff from NGOs and government 
agencies to create and facilitate the “My Sustainable 
Community” festival in the esplanade of La Paz. More than  
40 EPI students and alumni presented their sustainability 
initiatives and environmental technology to the 546 
community members that attended. 

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES AT-A-GLANCE

546 ATTENDEES AT THE FESTIVAL
“MY SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY” IN LA PAZ

188 ALUMNI LEADERS

7,099 TOTAL COMMUNITY & ALUMNI PARTICIPANTS
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NOTABLE
The Californios Verdes were invited to support 
biodiversity education for the Secretary of 
Tourism, Economy, and Sustainability of Baja California Sur’s 
inaugural event, “Environmental Week: First Environmental 
Rally.” Members of the eco club worked closely with forty 
key community members to create awareness of and 
appreciation for the richness of the local environment.

The Californios Verdes and EPI staff also provided leadership 
for the annual “Balandra Rally.” They facilitated a workshop 
for event collaborators to provide an environmental vision 
and strategic plan for future events. The final result was a 
collaborative manual with all the logistics, activities, and 
sustainability objectives for the annual Balandra Rally. 

EPI is working with two school systems to pilot 
EPI’s curriculum alignment with the new Mexican 
education model. This project identifies how EPI contributes 
to the development of the 11 aspects of the graduate profile 
of students, from “natural and social world comprehension” 
to “critical thinking and problem solving.”

MORE THAN 2,000 LOCAL LA PAZ STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 
PARTICIPATED IN WATER WORKSHOPS WITH EPI

ALUMNI & OUTREACH

“I met the Californios Verdes at the ‘My 
Sustainable Community’ event. Since then, many 
things have changed for me. I do not think that 
anyone can come back from monitoring whale 
sharks and still be the same person.”
   -Ana Karen, La Paz

PARTNERS 

Alianza Deplastifícate
CERCA A.C.
CONANP
Enseña por México
FANLAP A.C.

Grupo Tortuguero de las       
     Californias A.C.
PANGAS
Prescott College A.C.
Ponguinguiola A.C.
ProJuventudes
Red de Turismo Sustentable A.C.

San Diego Natural History   
     Museum
SerVers MX
Sociedad de Historia Natural  
     Niparajá
Tiburón Ballena México


