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 HIGHLIGHTS

The Pearl of the Pacific:
Santa Catalina Island is the shining pearl of California’s 
Channel Islands. Rich with marine life, teeming with 
biodiversity and marked by a long history of environmental 
conservation, Catalina is the perfect escape: a chance to 
study the wild ecosystems of the islands interior and snorkel 
the kelp forests and clear waters of the Pacific.

Your Field Work:
This is an incredible opportunity to study the conservation 
and wildlife in an ecosystem that is at once close to major 
population centers and remote, distant, isolated. You’ll 
collect data on microplastics, study the ecology of intertidal 
zones, and work with marine scientists and naturalists from 
our program partner, the Emerald Bay Outdoor Academy. 
Islands, like Catalina, are particularly vulnerable to the threat 
of unsustainable development. You’ll learn the critical 
balance that must be struck between sustainable tourism 
and threatened marine ecosystems.

Dive in deep:
With EPI, you learn by doing, by escaping the confines of the 
classroom and diving into real world ecosystems. Whether 
it’s snorkeling the coral reef, exploring the deep green of the 
kelp forests, or hiking through the island’s dry interior, with 
its foxes and deer, Catalina is a chance to learn what the 
natural world has to teach us

 
COLLECT DATA ON MICROPLASTICS

HIKE THE WILD, INTERIOR ISLAND

SNORKEL THE REEFS & KELP FORESTS
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Day 1: TO Santa Catalina!
• Travel to Emerald Bay by public ferry or private charter
• Get settled into tents in our camp near the shore
• Meet naturalists from Emerald Bay Academy on a survey of the island’s 

intertidal zones

Day 2: Island Biogeography
• Explore the world of marine invertebrates on a snorkel survey
• Plan your own ecological research project
• Gain views of the islands and the ocean on a hike to an overlook

Day 3: Marine Ecosystems
• Study and snorkel Catalina’s kelp forests
• Conduct quadrants on microplastics
• Explore island water conservation techniques
• Collect data for individual research project

Day 4: Islands of Sustainability
• Examine sustainable development initatives
• Learn of the ecosystemic effects of climate change
• Explore the bay by sea kayak or stand up paddle board
• Finalize and present your individual research projects

Day 5: Pack up camp and travel home
• Reflect on what you’ve learned
• Celebrate the completion of your field course
• Travel back to the mainland

Sample itinerary

Length
Coursework 

Hours
Focus

5 Days 30

island ecosystems, 
sustainability studies, 
microplastics, marine 

invertebrates
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