
HAWAII
EDUCATOR 
T R A I N I N G

Professional Development & 
Field Science Using the NGSS*

FIND A PATH FOR PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
GROWTH, FROM RIDGE TO REEF. 
 
The Island of Maui is the ideal laboratory for the study of science 
and for honing science teaching methods. Join Ecology Project 
International (EPI) on the Valley Isle for an 8-day professional 
development course that will increase your ability to design and 
implement curricula aligned with the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS). From ridge to reef, you’ll participate in a variety 
of research and conservation projects that will develop your 
teaching strategies and allow you to bring authentic field science 
from the islands to your classroom. Come away with a better 
understanding of Environmental Literacy and the tools to help 
students develop the disposition of environmental stewardship.

Sample Itinerary 
Day 1:       Fly into the Kahului airport and meet your  

instructor team and the rest of the group. 
Head to your oceanside campsite and set  
up camp.

Days 2-6: Spend your days immersed in Hawaiian  
ecosystems and culture. Explore and 
conserve while contributing to ongoing 
research such as marine debris, reef health, 
and invasive pine trees. Help restore a 
traditional Hawaiian Village or harvest taro. 
Participate in modeled student activities and 
workshop integrating NGSS concepts into 
your classroom.

Day 7:       Reflect upon your experience and how you 
will bring it back home, share the lesson 
plan you’ve developed, and celebrate your 
contributions to this special place.  

Day 8:     Depart for home.
*NGSS is a registered trademark of Achieve. Neither Achieve nor the 

lead states and partners that developed the NGSS were involved in the 
production of this product and do not endorse it.
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Program Length:  8 days

Tuition:  $2,795 (plus airfare and college credit) 

PD Hours:  40 hours

COLLEGE CREDIT:  Optional 4 graduate credits through the  
University of Montana. Separate registration and tuition fees  
apply. Development of full unit plan after course required. 

Maui



Aloha’āina
The Hawaiian archipelago is the most remote inhabited land 
mass in the world, 2,500 miles from the nearest neighboring 
coastline. This isolation means that you’ll encounter incredible 
levels of endemic species and biodiversity, as well as the 
development of a rich and unique indigenous culture that 
emphasizes a connection to the land. With Maui as your 
basecamp, you’ll swim with honu (green sea turtles), explore 
the summit of Haleakalā, and immerse yourself in traditional 
Hawaiian culture, all while learning to bring authentic field 
science from the islands to your classroom. 

the valley isle is YOUR CLASSROOM
With EPI, you’ll not only develop your teaching skills, you’ll 
also contribute to projects that address these conservation 
issues, helping to preserve an ecosystem that exists nowhere 
else on earth. From your oceanside campsite and on daily 
excursions across the island, you’ll assist researchers with reef 
fish data collection, conduct water quality tests while learning 
about wetland and stream ecosystems, and help maintain 
the biodiversity of taro crops while you practice customary 
agricultural methods. Our Maui research partners include 
the Nature Conservancy and local community conservation 
organization Polanui Hiu. 

FIND YOUR PHENOMENA
Along the way, you’ll dive head-first into the NGSS framework 
using rich, real-world phenomena to develop lessons and curricula 
that will captivate your students and kindle their passion for 
science. You’ll learn strategies for helping your students conduct 
independent scientific research and for further integrating the 
NGSS into your lesson planning. By contributing to ongoing 
studies with EPI instructors and research partners, you’ll develop 
the skills to be both a better science teacher and a better scientist. 

Skill Building 
Upon completion of the course, you will be able to:
    •  Read and interpret the NGSS for classroom use
    •  Create lessons that align with the NGSS using the 5E      
        Learning Cycle
    •  Teach science in or out of the classroom
    •  Use research-supported teaching methods, tools, and        
       strategies for supporting students in growing their science  
       and engineering practices
    •  Identify and collaborate with research and conservation  
       partners available in your community

EPI Professional Development Programs • www.ecologyproject.org/professional-development

TEACHING SCIENCE
With the NGSS

H A W A I I
EDUCATOR 
TRAINING


